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Pray for the General Assembly 


The General Assembly of our church is due 


to meet in Charlotte, North Carolina, beginning | 


on April 24th and continuing through the 29th. 


We should join in prayer that God’s Holy 
Spirit shall be poured out on all present and 
particularly on the commissioners as they are 
called upon to face many decisions. 


In such meetings there is always the tempta- 
tion to take hurried actions on matters of 
great importance to the church and the work 
of God’s Kingdom. Debate is often limited. 
All phases of the problems under consideration 
may not be adequately presented. | 


At the same time there is also the tempta- 
tion to maintain the status quo despite un- 
precedented opportunities and challenges which 
confront the Church of Jesus Christ. 


A cold analysis of the world situation and 
the ratio of increase in world population to 
the increase in the number of Christians will 
reveal the solemn fact that for every four per- 
sons now being born in the world only one 
becomes a Christian. 


The primary work of the Church is to make 
Christ known. This work must be done in 
the power of the Holy Spirit and implemented 
by His keeping and energizing presence. Be- 
cause of this we all should pray that we shall 
not have our time, energies and money side- 
tracked into activities not of the Lord’s leading. 


That all of us shall turn to God for His 
guidance and blessing must be our constant 
prayer. The coming meeting of the General 
Assembly, under the good hand of God, can 
prove a mighty impetus to the work of His 
Kingdom, in which we should all engage. 


The Editors 
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The Joy of Finding the Lost 


(See Luke 15:1-32) 


These three beautiful stories have many les- 
sons for us and many things in common. One 
of these is the Joy of Finding the Lost. In each 
parable this is very prominent. . 


There is joy in finding even a little thing 
that is lost. Who does not remember how 
happy we were as children when we found a 
knife or a pin of some kind. There is greater 
joy in finding bigger things! 


I lived once in a community where a boy 
was lost in the mountains. I remember how 
we searched all night for him and when the 
news came that he was found alive and well, 
there was great rejoicing. 


Men and women are lost: the best of all that 
He created on earth: not the silver and gold, 
or the cattle on a thousand hills, but man 
whom He made in His own image. 


They have lost communion and _ fellowship 
with God and are afraid of Him, and try to 
hide, as Adam did. They have lost their like-— 
ness to Him, and have become ignorant and 
sinful and ugly, no longer bearing His image. 
They have lost their peace and happiness and 
are restless and sad. They have lost the way 
to live here and now and wander about as 
sheep not having a shepherd. They have lost 
life eternal and are on the road to destruction. 


God has been searching for men ever since 
man fell into sin. He sent messenger after 
messenger and then His Son. Jesus said that 
He came to seek and to save that which was 
lost. His whole life was spent in seeking men. 
His death on the cross was to be like a magnet 
to draw all men. It was the joy set before 
Him, the joy of finding and saving men, that 
made Him come. 


There is joy in Heaven when the lost 1s 
found. There is joy on earth. The man who 
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is found goes on his way rejoicing. and the 
‘man who found him rejoices, too. 


He that is wise winneth souls. He that would 
be happy finds those who are lost. The joy 
of finding the lost is the greatest joy in all the 
world. If you desire to be wise; if you wish 
to be happy, then find somebody who is lost 
and bring him to Jesus Who is the Way, the 
Truth and the Life. 

7 —J.K.P. 


Christianity ‘io a Changing World 


A few weeks ago it was pointed out here 
that while the fundamental principles of 
Christianity had not changed in nearly two 
thousand years and would never change, the 
application of those principles must and should 
change with the times. Let us consider a few 
of those changes. 


Formerly people lived in communities and 
the church was the center of the community. 
But today there is little community spirit and 
nowhere can one be so alone as in a big city. 
Also community restraints have disappeared 
since strangers surround and anonymity is an 
enemy of character. Social disorganization is 
evident on every hand and there is an alarm- 
ing uncertainty of values and attitudes. Also 
there is more isolation, more impersonality and 
less strength of neighborhood ties and interests. 


Even many ministers and church people are 
in the community but not of it, and people 
who in the past have been kept in line by the 
pressure of their immediate and_ stabilized 
groups are now shaken loose from their moor- 
ings and are drifting mentally, physically and 
spiritually, This condition leads to super- 
liciality, cynicism and_ skepticism, and _ all 


around us we see these city nomads, without 


traditions, without religion, without faith in 
anything. 


And the leaders. We read in the papers 
of their social activities, their opinions about 
business and politics, but what they believe 
about God, about salvation, about the future 
of the human race, no one knows—not even 
themselves. 


Christianity in a changing world, in a world 
of social revolution, must be ready with the 
answers, with the individual solutions. It must 
illumine, not obscure, Christ. It must weave 


religion back into the warp and woof of rest- 
less, modern everyday life, and it must enter 


into that life and purify and clarify it. 


Truly the leaders of the future must be the 
unselfish servants, the Christ portrayers who 


can hold a candle for the stumbling footsteps 


of a world at sea. 
—R 


Satisfaction 


Our American brethren in engineering and the 
sciences have been put on the spot and effectively 
told to be done with playing at education and learn 


their subjects. Can we ministers of the Word do 


less in our field? Can we just brush aside the great 
words of the biblical and theological tradition in 


debonair fashion because we are too preoccupied 


to get at the heart of the meaning of such terms 
as revelation, incarnation, reconciliation, justifi- 
cation, or satisfaction ? 


No doubt there have been many caricatures of 
some of these words, such as satisfaction. But then 
one does not counterfeit worthless currency. ‘The 
real workers in the field of theology have not been 
deterred by misuses of this great word. While 
satisfaction may have been used in too impersonal, 
mechanical, legalistic or quantitative sense, ‘Thomas 
Aquinas defined it in a truly personal way, thus: 


“T reply that he properly satisfies for an offense 
who renders to the offended party that which he 
loves as much or more than he hates the offense.” 


Summa Theologicae, I11.xlviii.2. 


Those who consider etymology may well hesitate 
to reject the word satisfaction. This word is formed 
of two Latin words, namely, satis, enough, and 


_facio, facere, do. Is there a Christian heart which 


does not believe that by God’s grace, our Lord 
Jesus Christ did enough to save us—by His life 
for us, His suffering and death in our stead, His 
resurrection as our representative? 


Thus Karl Barth writes: ‘He is a Priest after 
the order of Melchesidic. That is, He is an 
instance of priestly action for which there is 
no parallel. . . . And this is the instance of 
effectively priestly action because in it the action 
is complete. It is not the symbol for a general 
truth which lies above it. It is the instance in 
which satisfaction—that which suffices for the 
reconciliation of the world with God—has been 
made (satis fecit) and can be grasped as some- 
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thing which has in fact happened, and not as 
something which had to happen by reason of 
some upper half of the event; not, then, in any 
theory of satisfaction, but only as we see and 


grasp the satis-facere which has, in fact, been 


achieved.” 


Again, he concludes the propositional statement of 
the form of the obedience of the Son of God, thus: 
“But God the Father raised Him from the dead, 
and in so doing recognized and gave effect to His 
death and passion as a satisfaction made for us, as 
our conversion to God and therefore as our re- 
demption from death to life.” Church Dogmatics 
IV.i.276,157. 


In the course of his discussion, Barth follows 
the article by Professor Bueschel in Kittel. I find 
myself rather in accord with the treatment on the 
same theme, namely reconciliation, in the recent 
commentary on the Romans by Professor Otto 
Michael. The latter shows that in Romans Paul 
does have the wrath of God in mind as he presents 
the reconciling work of Christ. By His satisfaction, 
Christ did not annul forever the wrath of God. 
Paul looks forward to a consummation in which 
that wrath shall be expressed in climacteric form. 
But as a result of the satisfaction Christ made for 
us, the sentence of condemnation is no longer 
against those who believe in Jesus. 


In his commentaries on Galatians, John and 
Romans, Luther continually speaks of the satis- 
faction Christ made for us. ‘““Thus judgment which 
we deserved, He took upon Himself, He willingly 
suffered the punishment due unto us, making Him- 
self subject to death and the curse, that is to eternal 
damnation not otherwise than if He had trans- 
gressed the whole law.” Here is a line which I 
culled from Luther’s Latin exposition of Romans 
4:25, “His death not only signifies, but also ac- 
complishes the remission of sins as a most suf- 
ficient or complete satisfaction (satisfactio suf- 
ficientissima) .” 


By all means fet us re-study the great words of 
our calling and remove from them needless offenses, 
but let us not refuse to use those which the col- 
lective life and thought of the Church of the ages 
attest as good forms of sound words. 


—_W.C.R. 


The Individual of Infinite Worth 


tn Harnack’s Gospel 


From sundry places in our Church, resolu- 
tions, books and pulpits are trumpeting the 
alleged infinite value of every human soul. As 
we have pointed out, this principle is enunciat- 
ed by the noted liberal scholar, Adolph von 
Harnack in his Das Wesen des Christentums 
translated as What ts Christianity? and recently 
republished by Bultmann. The precursors of 


PAGE 4 


the view include Ritschl, Lotze and Kant. Re. 
ligion is made a matter between God and the 
soul, by which the individual who can say | 
“our Father” is elevated above the heavens and [- 
has a value greater than “all the fabric of F 
the world.” For Harnack the child of the King. - 
dom achieves significance on the spiritual level | 
only, for on the natural level life ends in 
death. And “life that is bound up with death 


have no meaning.” 


We have sought to point out some of the f- 
implications of this infinite value idea. It is } 
interesting now to find another voice sound. 
ing a word of warning concerning its implica. 
tions. Professor Richard R. Niebuhr of Har. 
vard Divinity School in his thoughtful study [ 
on RESURRECTION AND HISTORICAL | 
REASON has occasion to treat Harnack’s “es- [ 
sence of Christianity.”” He finds that for this 
treatment the alleged infinite worth of the 
individual is made the basis for interpreting 
the unique life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus; and that in doing so Harnack substitutes 
the concept of this infinite worth for the per- 
son of Jesus. Moreover, Harnack allows the 
contention of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead 
to drop out, and even death itself to be swal- 
lowed up of immortality. “Death can _ have 
no profound significance, be nothing more than 
a metaphor, to an individual of infinite worth.” 


It is a pleasure to note that the Harvard 
professor rejects Harnack’s effort to base Chris- 
tianity on the alleged infinite worth of the 
individual and instead recognizes with the primi- 
tive Christian testimony that it rests upon the 
death and the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 


According to the Epistle to the Galatians 
God raised Jesus Christ from the dead after 
He was crucified, made a curse for us. And 
in the same Epistle the Apostle Paul declares 
that any other gospel is really no gospel. 


—W.C.R. 


The Devil Is No Fool 


The only reason we who are Christians should 
not cringe in fear before Satan is that our trust, 
hope and strength is in the Christ of Calvary, 
by Whom the Devil met his own doom and 
because of Whom we are delivered from his 
power. 


But although Satan and his powers are 
doomed to ultimate and utter destruction the 
fact remains that he is both active and power- 
ful today. He is the enemy of souls and the 
accuser of the brethren and never ceases his 
efforts to destroy the souls of men. 


There is no doctrine more clearly taught in 


the Scriptures than that of the personality and 


the malignity of Satan. There are but fleet- 
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ing allusions to his origin but the fact of his 
existence, of his person and of his work, are 
attested to from Genesis to Revelation. 


As Professor Ciallet of Princeton has so 


aptly stated: “Experienced students of Chris- 
tianity have pointed out that among Satan’s 
accomplishments the neatest of them all is that 
of persuading so many people that he does not 
exist.” 

The Devil is no fool. He is infinitely smarter 


than any human being in whose heart God’s 
Holy Spirit does not dwell. The satanic clever- 


ness of Communism is far beyond human in- 


genuity. He who is a liar and the father of 
lies has led millions to accept an ideology in 
which the meanings of words are reversed and 
“peace” becomes war, “freedom”’ slavery, “right” 
evil. 
But in the free world Satan is everlastingly 
at work. We were recently riding in the front 
seat of an airport limousine. There were only 
two passengers in the back seats and they im- 
mediately struck up a conversation between 
themselves. Never in a rather long life in which 
contacts and associations have been varied in 
the extreme have we ever heard more revolting 
language. Both men talked as though from 
the pit of hell itself. Obscenity, blasphemy, filth, 
profanity flowed from their mouths like refuse 
from a sewer. 


Few would fail to agree that such talk is 
evil and to condemn it. But not all who suc- 
cumb to the influence of the evil one come 
in this category. The works of the devil are 
just as much in evidence in many cultured 
drawing rooms as in the gutter; in the hearts 
of many respectable people as in the bums on 
skid row; in young people and their elders 
whose names are on church rolls as in their 
counterparts in pagan lands. 


None of us is prepared to face Satan until 
we know and recognize him for what he is 
and we find the record and the warning of 
his malignity in the Holy Scriptures. 


He is active and in Job he is pictured as 


walking up and down in the earth looking for 


those on whom he may work his evil purposes. 


He is astute and often disguises himself as 
an angel of light, thereby deceiving those not 
led by the Holy Spirit. 


He is aggressive and we are told that he 
goes about as a roaring lion, seeking whom 
he may devour. 


He is malignant accusing the brethren and 


— even trying to deceive and destroy God’s saints. 


He is the epitome of evil, a liar and the father 
of lies and the world is filled with his children 
and we see his works in them on every hand. 


He seeks out specific individuals, those God 


would use in some special way, and tempts and 
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sifts and tries to influence and retard their 
services. 


He is adroit, suiting temptations to the par- 
ticular weaknesses of individuals. One person 
may be strong in a particular area of life and 
weak in another. Satan attacks the weak spot. 


He is the enemy of all righteousness and op- 
poses it at every turn. Wherever possible he 
blinds the hearts of men that they may not turn 
to the light of the Gospel. 


Wherever the Gospel message is. preached he 
is present to immediately take away the seed, 
or to interpose conflicting desires, or to bring 
about worldly pressures to destroy its effective- 
ness. 


Where possible he will inflict physical or 
mental disabilities whereby he hopes to destroy 
the work of God’s grace in the heart. Paul’s 
experience with the “thorn in the flesh” was 
an experience with the malignity of Satan. 


Satan is the present “prince of the power of © 
the air,” although we do not know the full 
implications of this statement. But we do 
know he is working in the hearts of the chil- 
dren of disobedience (the lost) and that he 
exerts a power which God alone can break. 


His power is so great that Christians must 
put on the whole armour of God if they are 
to overcome in this spiritual battle. ‘The parts 
of the armour are mentioned by Paul and 


we are told that the “shield of faith” (a movable 


protection) , must always be in our hands. We 
are then given one (and only one) offensive 
weapon — the sword of the Spirit which 1s 
the word of God — against which Satan cannot 
stand. Little wonder that he hates the Bible 
and has never ceased attacking it. 


He is endlessly trying to hinder the work of. 
God’s Kingdom, even succeeding for a time in 
hindering Paul’s missionary work. 


He is capable of producing lying wonders, 
causing many to turn toward his works in 
awe and amazement. There is biblical evi- 


dence that he will exercise these powers even 


more before his ultimate doom. 


One of his most successful methods is to 
induce pride in the human heart, something 
God hates and resists and which has been the 
downfall of many promising men. 


But God has not left us helpless: 


Christians, God’s children, can resist the devil 
and he will flee from them. This resistance is 
an exercise of God-given power in which there 
is the element of the human will, whereby we 
gladly and willingly accept and put to use the 
means of God’s grace. 


We can either overcome specific temptations 
or we can find a way of escape from them, for 
we have God’s promise that we will not be 
tempted above that which we are able to bear, 
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for when temptations come God himself pro- 
vides the way of escape. 


We can rejoice and take courage because for 
this very purpose the Son of God was mani- 
fested, that he might destroy the works of the 
devil. 


We know that Satan is doomed, that his 
power will ultimately be completely and ever- 
lastingly destroyed, and, strange to say he had 
an active part in his own downfall and final 
destruction — working through the son of per- 
dition and through human agents who hated 
the Christ he brought about His crucifixion and 
death on the Cross and in that supreme act of 
hate and folly he insured his own end. 


A study of what the Scriptures have to say 
about Satan is a rewarding, awe-inspiring and 
forewarning experience. God has not left us 
in ignorance about the enemy we face. He 
has made crystal clear both the personality and 
the work of the Devil. To ignore these truths 
is utter folly. To minimize the person and 
activities of this malignant being is to fall into 
the trap he has prepared for the unwary. 


He is smart. Yes, he is as smart as the Devil. 
In fact only God is smarter and for man to 
temporize with or to ignore the devices of this 
eneffiy is to court eternal death itself. 


“And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven. 
Now is come salvation, and strength, and 
the kingdom of our God, and the power of 
his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren 
is cast down, which accused them before our 
God day and night. And they overcame him 
by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word 
of their testimony; and they loved not their 
lives unto death.” Rev. 12:10,11. 

—L.N.B. 


Pray for San Francisco 


You are urged to pray for the San Francisco 
Crusade to be led by Billy Graham and asso- 
ciates beginning April 27th and scheduled to 
continue for eight weeks. 


San Francisco is largely a pagan city, ridden 
by sin of every kind. Local pastors report even 
a greater need for the Gospel in this area than 
in any to which Mr. Graham has been called. 


An evidence of the sense of need is reflected 
by the 1,200 churches which have united to 
promote and share in this Crusade, probably 
the largest number, proportionately, to have 
united in any major city-wide campaign. 

By April first it is expected there will be 
between 2,500 and 3,000 home prayer meetings 
going on in the Bay area. Over 5,000 individuals 
are already enrolled in the Counsellor training 
course. Mr. Graham and all working with 
him depend on the prayers of God’s people. 
Without the presence and power of God these 
meetings will fail. By His Holy Spirit mighty 
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blessings will come. It is for this reason that 
readers of this Journal are urged to make the 
San Francisco Crusade a matter of daily and 
importunate prayer. 


The entire nation will also have the oppor- 
tunity to share in the nation-wide telecasts 
which will come from the Cow Palace (the 
name of the San Francisco Auditorium), be- 
ginning the first Saturday night of the Crusade, 
May 3rd. Last year the televised broadcasts 
from Madison Square Garden had the greatest 
religious impact of any event in the history 
of America, an interest so great that over a 
million people wrote in to tell of the blessings 
they had received, 60,000 of them stating they 
had made a definite commitment to Christ 
because of that which they had seen and heard. 


Despite the desperate need in San Francisco 
and vicinity, the united effort of the Bay area 
churches in answer to this need, and the dedi- 
cation of Mr. Graham and his team to the 
simple preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
there is a small but very vociferous and active 
group of men across the country who have 
banded themselves together to thwart in every 
way possible the effectiveness of. this Crusade. 
By word of mouth and by printed page they 
seem frantic in their efforts to obstruct God’s 
work. Some of these men in the San Francisco 
area will see the work of God, repent and 
put their shoulders to the wheel. Others will 
continue to attack and obstruct by methods even 
some in the non-Christian world would blush 
to use. 


Pray for these men, that God will do a work 
of grace in their hearts and particularly that 
the unwary and the uninformed may not be 
led astray. The editors of this Journal are 
particularly concerned over a large group of 
young people whose minds are being poisoned 
against some of God’s servants and who can 
so easily be led to go out into life harmed 
themselves and a harm to others. 


Brethren, pray — PRAY. The Editors 


FAITH 
Is deaf to doubt, 
Dumb to discouragement 


an 
Blind to impossibility. 

If a man would always crush his evil thoughts 
(and they come to the purest mind) then temptation 
would be defeated at the very outset. We have to 
master our besetting thoughts before we can master 
our besetting sins. In company guard your tongue; 
in solitude guard your thoughts and imaginations, 
which grow most active when we are alone. 

—Spurgeon 


— 


MONTREAT HOUSE FOR RENT—Garage Apart- 
ment—3 bedrooms, 2 baths, living-dining room, 
kitchen. Price: $100 for June, $300 for July- 
August. Write P. O. Drawer C., Montreat, N. C., 
oe Black Mountain NOrth 9-8448, or 
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Remarks of J. Howard Pew, President 


The Foundation of the Presbyterian Church 
in U. S. A. At Tenth Annual Meeting of 
National Council of United Presbyterian Men 
March 15, 1958, Chicago Illinois 


Mr. Chairman and Fellow Presbyterians: 


This is a most significant gathering. For 
the first time in 100 years, the laymen of the 
Presbyterian and United Presbyterian Churches 
are meeting together. | 


Two churches which will merge their common 
interests into one church in May of this year, 
are represented here in one body of laymen. 
We have a common background, a common 
church government, common ideals, and a com- 
mon devotion to the basic tenets of Presbyterian- 
ism. It is an appropriate occasion, therefore, 
to re-examine some of the real and vital values 
inherent in our Presbyterian beliefs. 


First, however, as President of the Foundation 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A., I 
have been asked to tell you something of its 
work and to give you a brief accounting of our 
stewardship. | 


The Foundation was incorporated in 1799, 
under the name of the Board of Trustees of 
the General Assembly, and its original purpose 
was the receipt, investment and expenditure 
of the endowment of the Church. However, in 
1953, when the present name was adopted, its 
functions were considerably broadened in scope. 


Responsibilities of Foundation 


Since then, by direction of the General As- 
sembly, it has been charged with responsibility 
for the solicitation of gifts from individuals, the 
investment of funds which it receives and holds 
in trust for local churches and other institutions, 
and the encouragement of individuals to include 
the Presbyterian Church in their wills. 


In May 1955, Dr. Hugh Ivan Evans, who is 
a former Moderator of the General Assembly, 
was persuaded to become the Director of the 


Foundation. In that capacity he has been ex- 


tremely successful, and the results so far achieved 
have largely been due to his tireless efforts. 


It is impossible to say exactly how much money 
has been bequeathed to the Foundation in the 
wills of persons now living, for most of them 
do not tell us. Others, however, have chosen 
to inform us of bequests amounting in total 
to more than five million dollars. Also, up to 
the present time there has come to the Founda- 
tion, in the way of direct gifts, a total sum of 
more than $700,000. 
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Inevitably, the cost of soliciting these contri- 
butions has been quite considerable, actually 
running to more than $100,000 a year. How- 
ever, I think you will agree that the expenditure 
has been fully justified. 


A practical problem that has faced the Pres- 
byterian Church has been the multiplicity of — 
agencies within the Church that have been en- 
gaged in raising money. In addition to the 
Boards of the Church and the _ individual 
churches, there are some 237 presbyteries in 
this country and 36 synods. As a proper division 
of responsibility, it has seemed to us that the 
presbyteries and synods should raise the money 
to take care of the needs in their respective . 
areas, but that money to be used for endow- 
ment purposes could best be placed with the 
Foundation, where the advice of the most com- 
petent men in the investment field is available. 


Constitution of Presbyterian Church 


While the Foundation is primarily concerned 
with the acquisition and custody of funds, it is 
also dedicated to the preservation of a spiritual 
heritage of precept and principle which has 
come down to us, almost unchanged, during the 
last 170 years. The heritage of which I speak 
is embodied in the Constitution of the Presby- 


-terian Church in the United States of America. 


This great statement of church laws and be- 
liefs was drawn up by the Synod of New York 
and Philadelphia, which began its deliberations 
on May 17, 1787, and completed its work in 
the following year. It is a cornerstone of Chris- 
tian liberty, and the manner in which it was 
drawn up closely parallels that of another great 
charter of liberty — the Constitution of the 
United States which, by a striking historical 
coincidence, was being debated by the Con- 
stitutional Convention only a few blocks away 
at the same time. 


Indeed, many of the same ideals inspired both 
the members of the synod and the founders of 
our country, and we should not overlook the 
circumstance that it was Dr. John Witherspoon, 
a signer of the Declaration of Independence, 
who played one of the leading roles in drafting 
the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church, 
and subsequently presided over the first meeting 
of the General Assembly. 


Nor should we forget that just as Thomas 
Jefferson had written that “all men... are en- 
dowed by their Creator with certain inalienable 
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rights,” so the fathers of our Church, in a state- 
ment of preliminary principles to the Form 
of Government, wrote that “they consider the 
rights of private judgment, in all matters that 
respect religion, as universal and inalienable.” 


Thus it was that freedom of the individual to 
exercise his private judgment in matters of con- 
science, became fundamental in the government 
of the Presbyterian Church in America, and 
has so continued for many generations. 


Ban on Secular Affairs 


Another basic tenet of Presbyterianism is 
that the corporate Church shall not become in- 
volved in matters that are properly the concern 
of the State. Well did our forebears know that 
intervention in secular affairs would largely im- 
pair the ability of the Church to fulfill its mis- 
sion. To make their intentions clear, they in- 
cluded the following declaration in the Confes- 
sion of Faith: 


“Synods and councils are to handle or con- 
clude nothing but that which is ecclesiastical, 
and are not to intermeddle with civil affairs 
which concern the commonwealth.” 


Of course, they fully believed that the teach- 
ings of Christ should be extended to every aspect 
of human affairs. In fact, it is the very essence 
of Presbyterianism that churchmen shall apply 
the principles of their religion to every problem 
that confronts them. But the determination 


of right and wrong is solely a matter for the 


individual, subject only to the Divine authority 
which speaks to him through his conscience. 


At the very best, if we subject ourselves 
to the advice or opinions of a governing group 
in a matter which each one of us ought to 
decide for himself, we are simply ascribing to 
it an infallibility which, in fact, it does not 
possess. The Westminster Divines were con- 
scious of the possibility of error in group think- 
ing, and provided a safeguard against it by 
the following passage in the Confession of Faith: 


“All synods and councils since the apostles’ 
_ times, whether general or particular, may err, 
and many have erred; therefore they are not 
to be made the rule of faith or practice. .. .” 


Our forebears were students of human nature. 
They knew that the welfare of our corporate 
church would best be served by restricting it 
to those activities which deal with the attributes 
of Christianity as defined in the Holy Bible. 
And so they gave us a Constitution, and incor- 
porated in it the Confession of Faith, The Larger 
and Shorter Catechisms, The Form of Govern- 
ment, The Book of Discipline, and The Direc- 
tory for the Worship of God. 


Precepts Long Accepted 


For hundreds of years, men of sound mind 
and great heart have strictly adhered to the 
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precepts laid down by the fathers of our Church, 
Under these precepts a great institution has 
been builded. 


Are we now to regard our Church Constitu- 
tion as a scrap of paper? 


Are we to plunge our Church into the issues 
of international trade and other international 
relationships? 


Is our Church to dictate to government its 
policies on agriculture, natural resources, and 
all other relationships between government and 


‘people? 


Is our Church competent to determine all 
relationships in social and economic life? 


Should our Church set itself up as an author- 
ity on public education? 


Should it become involved in all other secular 4 


areas of our common life? 


And, are we to repudiate one of the basic 
tenets of Protestantism by having our Church 
exercise control over the thinking of its mem- 
bers? 


Does our Church have a mandate from its 


members to do these things? 


In fact, should our Church have a Division 


of Social Education and Action? 


These are grave issues, and on their wise 
determination depends the future of this mag- 
nificent Presbyterian institution. 


It is likely that our Church fathers had in 
mind the impossibility of finding any individual 
or group of individuals possessing a sufficient 
store of knowledge to justify them in passing 
judgment on every conceivable subject. 


Rudyard Kipling had something to say about 
this, for he wrote that famous poem entitled 
‘My Father’s Chair”, which runs something like 


this: 


‘There are four good legs to my Father’s Chair— 
Priest and People and Lords and Crown. 
I sit on all of ’em fair and square, 
And that is the reason it don’t break down. 


“T won’t trust one leg, nor two, nor three, 
To carry my weight when I set me down. 
I wants all four of ’em under me— 

Priest and People and Lords and Crown. 


“T sits on all four and I favours none— 
Priest, nor People, nor Lords, nor Crown; 
And I never tilts in my chair, my son, 

And that is the reason it don’t break down. 


“When your time comes to sit in my Chair, 
Remember your Father’s habits and rules. 
Sit on all four legs, fair and square, 

And never be tempted by ono-tegged stools!” 
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Our forebears learned from experience that 


when the church assumed the right to sit in. 


judgment on secular affairs, it became involved 
in all kinds of economic, social and political 
controversies, and it largely destroyed its power 
for good. These controversies mostly grew out 
of the issue of freedom. 


The Issue Is Freedom 
Today the issue is freedom, just as it was 170 


| years ago. Freedom under God has made Amer- 


ica great — freedom of the conscience, which is 
man’s right to exercise his private judgment — 


freedom of religion — freedom to dream, to 


think, to experiment, to invent, to match wits 
in friendly competition — freedom to be an 
individual. That is America’s Christian heritage. 
That is America’s strength. 


Christian people everywhere are seeking to 
eliminate poverty and illiteracy, and to care 
for those who are unable to look after them- 
selves. Seeing such ills and much injustice, 
the Christian is tempted to invoke the police 
power of government to correct them. But 
Christ proclaimed the gospel of love, not of 
force. Police power produces resentment and 


relationships. 


that it stands for. 


ill will, stifles energy and destroys production. 
It never makes men kind and charitable. Only 
the love of Christ can do that. 


Changing human hearts is a slower process 
than changing laws, but it is far more certain 
to accomplish the desired results. Let the Church 
not appeal from God to Caesar, but let it devote 
its energy to that of promoting Christian grace 
— honesty, truth, fairness, generosity, justice and 
charity — in the hearts of men. Free Christian 
men will apply the gospel to all areas of life, 
to all human activities, to the individual in 
his life and work, and to society in all of its 
The Gospel of Jesus Christ is 
universal, all-embracing, and sufficient to meet 
the needs of all mankind. 


I believe in the Presbyterian Church and all 
I believe that as one of 
the great uplifting forces in our society it will 
survive not only our generation but many gen- 
eratrons to come. I believe that as the years 
roll by its influence for good will ever increase, 
and that it will ever contribute to the greater 
Glory of God and the Redemption of all man- 
kind. 


A Consideration of the Report of 
General Assembly's Ad Interim Committee 
on Marriage, Divorce, and Re-marriage 


By Rev. J. C. Crane 


The recently published report of above Com- 
mittee shows a deep determination to discover 
the Will of God as revealed in Scripture on 
this difficult subject. It contains many very 
valuable suggestions, both as to preparation 
for marriage, efforts to prevent divorce, a clear- 
cut statement that divorce is sin, and an effort 
to set up a procedure to prevent hasty and 
ill-considered re-marriage of divorced parties 
to other parties. The Committee has profited 
by former studies and shows evidence of sincere 
prayer on the subject. It is, therefore, with 
some temerity that one dares make any sugges- 
tion that might seem hyper-critical as to what 
seems to this reader a possible weakness, inade- 
quacy, or impractical elements suggested therein. 


The Scriptural references given are generally 
applicable (some are not - possibly an error 
in editing). The general principles as to both 
the subject studied, and as to the humble and 
meek approach needed in dealing with sinners 
are timely and must be taken to heart. However, 
as in the first Committee’s report, there still 
seems lacking some vital elements clearly indi- 
cated in our Gospel, which would strengthen 
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the report, according to this sinner’s under- 
standing of the Word. 

1. While emphasis has been placed upon 
preventing divorce, and upon efforts to effect 
a reconciliation BEFORE divorce, the conclu- 
sions permitting re-marriage to other parties 
seem to omit one procedure implied, or openly 
required by the Word, i. e., If the “one clearly 
at fault” - or “if the applicant has been clearly 
at fault in the break-up of a previous marriage-.- 
the minister shall weigh, as of paramount im- 
portance, the quality of the applicant’s present 


faith, contrition, and purpose, being mindful 


of the mercy of God,” etc. - “careful never to 


hold against any honest child of God a sin 
which God himself may have forgiven and put 
behind him forever.” | 


Now, as I understand the Gospel, God’s for- 


giveness is based upon real repentance (not 
merely “contrition,” or “penitence’’) and we 
are exhorted to “bring forth fruit that befits 
repentance” (Matt. 3:8) (KJ plus RSV). Lu. 


3:8). The clearest statement of a sinner’s being 


saved from Jesus’ lips was made AFTER 
Zacchaeus had pledged restitution plus gifts to 
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the poor. (Lu. 19:2-10) Is not restitution (so 
far as is humanly possible) an integral part 
of true repentance? The question is, HAVE 
THE RIGHTS OF THE INJURED PARTY 
BEEN DULY CONSIDERED in this report? 
Suppose, for instance, an abandoned wife (pos- 
sibly with five small children, as I have seen) 
is ignored and no real effort is made AFTER 
repentance and “the person by God’s grace 
has NOW become, and what with God’s help, 
he (or she) intends and hopes to do in the 
future.” Does that free from the obligation 
to attempt a NEW reconciliation, by the now 
penitent party? Are his Christian obligations 
to the wronged party to be ignored? IS THE 
MINISTRY of reconciliation by the same Holy 
Spirit’s power to be deemed impractical, or, 
at least, is not a sincere new effort to be made? 


The very term “redemptive love” of God (so 
popular today though it be) seems to lack a 
bit of the active force in ““God’s redeeming love.” 
Where the Spirit is present are not “all things 
possible with God’? Is not Rom. 7:2,3 equally 
binding upon both parties? At least it should 
be to the extent of a final effort and a fair 
adjustment of responsibilities involved, say, to 
the children of divorce? 


Paul tells us that God, having reconciled us 
to Himself in Christ, has given unto us the 
Ministry of reconciliation. Are we to ignore 
this at this point, and lose faith in His power 
to accomplish what we acknowledge is His 
design at this point? (Col. 1:20; 2 Cor. 5:18). 
Of course, if the other party is dead, or re- 
married another, the situation is clearer and one 
would be foolish to claim to know “all the 
answers.” Nevertheless, we believe more thought 
is indicated on this point, and if included in 
the report would greatly strengthen it. IF 


there is “Christian love’ toward a former part- 


ner the Spirit is at work - if not are not 
1 Jo. 4:20; 2:4; 3:14 and especially Matt. 5:23,24 
applicable? 

2. From the practical side, it is highly com- 
mendable that the Report seeks to avoid haste 
in re-marriages, and to demand sufficient time 
for a real adjudication of the facts involved. 
Practically, can that often be done? Is the min- 
ister alone qualified to determine “present faith, 
contrition, and purpose” of the applicant? How- 
ever merciful, humble, and Christ-like we seek 
to be, must we not remember His attitude 
toward those who said, “Lord, Lord” - but 
obeyed not? (Mt. 7:21-23). “Faith without 
works is dead” (Jas. 2:17.) 


The issue becomes acute when a prominent | 


member of one’s own congregation is involved. 
Many resent “going into the past.” On the 
other hand, under the pga of a NEW 
romance, one’s “contrition,’ “penitence”’ is 
hard to judge apart from a rok knowledge of 
all the facts involved (past and present). Even 
a local Session, known socially by the parties 
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involved, would have a real difficulty, but a 
protection of the silent member demand: 
JUSTICE, if love is to include him or her also. 
Specific and strong procedure should be spelled 
out. 


This is not to say that there are not cases 
when marriage of divorcees is permissable, but 
it does try to insist that facile methods of pro- 
cedure are not always meaningful, they merely 
slur over the problem in the minds of members 
of a Church court. Anything that will delay and 
ferret out facts to convince as to the right of 
the Church to bless a new union is a procedure 
in the right direction. Let us beware lest we 
injure parties whose voice, otherwise, is not 
heard, and thereby put a real stumbling block 
in their way; and make the Church vulnerable 


to the charge of “covering up” realities, or the — 


teaching of our Lord so definitely proclaimed 
(including His power to reconcile, change 
hearts, etc.) Let us not substitute words for 
deeds, nor “penitence” for repentance. ‘The 
Church, if true to Her Lord, MUST be true 
to the facts of life, and especially the two-edged 
sword of justice AND LOVE. The Cross says 
they are inseparable! Jesus warned one doesn’t 
have to marry - albeit “all cannot receive this 
saying.” (Mt. 19:11,12). 

The observation that the Church does receive 
by letter persons who, after divorce, have mar- 
ried others is not relevant here. Receipt by 
letter acknowledges the dignity and equality 
of another Church to have dealt with a be- 
liever in accord with our Lord’s commands. 
We cannot set ourselves above our brothers in 
this or any other matter, ee as to. past 
sins. 

Trusting these observations are not misunder- 
stood but will provoke further study in this vital 
matter. 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 27 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


God Delivers His People 


Background Scripture: Exodus 11:1-15:18 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 105:23-42 


In the intervening chapters between this lesson and last Sunday’s lesson the details of the struggle 
for deliverance are given, and the nine plagues which came upon Egypt before the final one. In 
our Devotional Reading, the Historical Psalm 105; we have these plagues given in the form of poetry. 
In reading about these plagues it is well to remember that each one was directed against some god 
of the Egyptians. They worshipped the Nile River; it was turned to blood; they worshipped the sun 


and it was blotted out; they worshipped various 
insects and we have the plagues of the frogs and 
of flies and locusts. Jehovah was proving that 
He was the Living and True God. It was a 
struggle between the Lord and a hard-hearted 
monarch. Pharaoh hardened his heart and then, 
all that God did, only made his hard heart 
harder. Pharaoh learned who the Lord was. 
Other monarchs, like Nebuchadnezzar and Na- 
poleon had to learn the same lesson, that “man 
proposes, but God disposes.”’ 


The expression translated “borrowed of the 
Egyptians” is better rendered ‘asked of the 
Egyptians.” There is no idea of borrowing in 
the sense we use the word. When they left the 
Egyptians were glad to give them presents. 


In this struggle we have an abundance of 
miracles. Whenever there is need for miracles, 
then they are wrought. We have a God of 
Supernatural Power, and when this is required 
in some emergency, then we have these “signs.” 
There are times when miracles are to be ex- 
pected: this is one of those times. 


It is interesting to note how many times 
Pharaoh seems to repent, and say, I have sinned, 
but just as soon as the plague is stayed his 
heart is hardened and he refuses to let Israel 
go. He that is often reproved and hardens his 
heart shall be soon cut off and that without 
remedy. Pharaoh had nine opportunities to 
yield to God’s command before he was destroyed. 


I heard a fine sermon once on the text, “there 
shall not an hoof be left behind.” (10:26). 
Pharaoh tried to get Moses to compromise. First, 
he suggested that they sacrifice “in the land,” 
not far away. (8:25). Then, that the men go 
but leave the women and children, and finally 
that all the people go, but leave their flocks 
and herds behind. Moses’ answer is, “there shall 
not an hoof be left behind.” ‘The preacher, 
who was one of the best in our Presbytery, made 
the application to all of us today. We are not 
to compromise with the devil. When we become 
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Christians, let us not leave anything behind, 
but be “out and out Christians.” | 


“When I came to America, I came all,” said 
one of the men who was being examined for 
citizenship. He had not left a hoof behind. His 
break with the old country was complete. He 
intended to be loyal to America. When we 
come to Christ, let us ‘‘come all.” If any man_ 
will come after me let him deny himself and 
take up his cross and follow me. No man can 
serve two masters. There must be no com- 
promise with Satan or the world. Israel was to 
completely sever all ties with Egypt. We are to 
turn our back on sin and Satan and the world. 


I wish to divide the lesson into two parts: 
I. The Passover, and II. The Pursuit of Israel 
and Destruction of Pharaoh’s Army. 


The 


The Lord told Moses that He would bring 
one more plague upon Pharaoh and upon Egypt, 
and “after this he will let you go.” It was to 
be an awful plague, even the death of all the 
firstborn among the Egyptians, both of man 
and beasts, and “a great cry’ would be heard 
throughout the land. This plague would not 
touch the Israelites. | 


There was something which the Israelites 
must do, if they were to escape the plague, and 
the Lord gives Moses minute instructions con- 
cerning this preparation. So important was this 
Passover that the Jewish year was to be dated 
from it: “This month shall be unto you the 
beginning of months: it shall be the first month 
of the year to you.” In the tenth day of this 
month they were to take every man a lamb, a 
lamb for a house, or if the household was small, 
then two households would go together. The 
lamb was to be without blemish, a male of the 
first year. It was to be kept until the fourteenth 
day and then killed. They were to take of the 
blood and strike it on the two side posts and 
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_ on the upper door post of the houses. The flesh 
was to be eaten in the night, roast with fire; 
nothing to remain until the morning, and what 
remained, to be burnt with fire. They were 
to eat it with loins girded and shoes on their 
feet and staff in their hand. It was to be eaten 
in haste, for it was the Lord’s Passover. When 
the death angel smote all the firstborn in Egypt, 
the blood was to be a token that the plague 
would not be upon them. . 


This day was to be a memorial. They were 
to keep it a feast forever. (We find that in 
later history the children of Israel often neglect- 
ed the keeping of the Passover feast. Whenever 
there was a Revival or Reformation, one of 
the usual results was the keeping of this feast. 
Is was a sort of spiritual barometer to measure 
the spiritual condition of God’s people.) It was 
_ to be kept for seven days. No leaven was to be 
found in their houses. 


Moses passed the commands on to the elders 
of Israel and they to the people. “And the chil- 
dren of Israel went away, and did as the Lord 
had commanded Moses and Aaron. 


At midnight the plague struck Egypt and all 
the firstborn were slain. There was a great 
cry in Egypt. Pharaoh called for Moses and 
Aaron by night and said, Rise up, and get you 
forth from among my people, both ye and the 
children of Israel; and go, serve the Lord, as 
ye have said. The Egyptians were urgent upon 
the people that they might send them out of 
the land in haste; for they said, We be all 
dead men. The children of Israel asked of the 
Egyptians jewels and raiment and they let them 
have what they asked. And they spoiled the 
Egyptians. (This was no more than their just 
dues for the many years of slavery and oppres- 
sion.) 


The whole Passover observance is_ highly 
typical. Jesus Christ is the Lamb slain from 
the foundation of the world; the Lamb of God 
who should take away the sin of the world. 
Paul says that Christ, our Passover, is slain for 
us. (I Cor. 5:7) We are to purge out the old 
leaven of malice and wickedness, and have the 
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. We 
as Christians keep our memorial, the sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper. It is a very sacred and 
meaningful sacrament, as we know. 


Il. The Pursuit of Israel and Destruction of 
Pharaoh’s Army: 12:37-15:18 


There were about 600,000 men, beside chil- 
dren, and also a “mixed multitude” - ‘“‘fellow- 
travelers,”” we might call them. They had flocks 


_ and herds and much cattle. This “mixed multi- 


tude” caused a great deal of confusion and 
trouble. They were the first to murmur and 
complain and sin. Today we have a similar 
situation in the Church. There are those who 
for various reasons connect themselves with the 
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church. We call them adherents. Some attend 


_the services, help support the work of the 


church, but are not a real part of the Body of 
Christ — have never been “born again” and 
live very much as the people in the world live. 


_ It is quite a problem to know what to do. We 


want to encourage people to come and go with 
us, for we feel that we can do them good, 
and there is always the hope that they may be 
changed from the “mixed multitude,” and be- 
come a real part of the church. Most of us have 
men and women of this kind in our churches, 
and we are glad to have them come and go 
with us, hoping that as they worship and listen 
to the Word they may join us in heart and 
soul. We feel like saying to them, Come thou 
with us and we will do thee good, for the Lord 


has spoken good concerning His church. 


The sojourning of Israel in Egypt was four 
hundred and thirty years. (See Gen. 15:13,16; 
Acts 7:6 and Gal. 3:17) The night they went 
out from slavery to freedom was a night.to be 
long remembered. To further commemorate 
this “passing-over” of their firstborn, all their 
firstborn were to be sanctified unto the Lord. 
Even the firstborn among their beasts were to 
be set apart, and all the firstborn of men was 
to be redeemed. When their children asked 
in time to come What is this? they were to 


explain it all to them. 


God did not lead the people the nearest way 
to Palestine, through the way of the Philistines, 
but by way of the wilderness of the Red Sea. 
And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him 
as Joseph had requested. The host was led 
by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of 
fire by night. They encamped between Migdol 
and the sea, in a place which seemed to Pharaoh 


_ to be a “trap.” When the people fled, Pharaoh 


changed his mind and hardened his heart and 
pursued them. 


When the children of Israel saw this pur- 
suing enemy they began to murmur and com- 
plain. Moses encouraged them by saying, Fear 
ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the 
Lord, which He will show you today. God 
commands Moses to lift up his rod and stretch 
out his hand over the sea, and divide it. He 
did this, the sea was divided, and Israel went 
through on dry ground. The Egyptians pursued 


and when they were in the midst of the Sea 


the waters came back and the whole army was 
destroyed. Thus the Lord saved Israel that day 
out of the hand of the Egyptians. 


In chapter 15 we have the song which Moses 
and the children of Israel sang. It is a song 
of triumphant victory. There is one expression 
which Dr. G. Campbell Morgan says he is 
glad to see: “The Lord is a man of war.” 
This idea is very prominent in the Bible, es- 
pecially in the Book of Psalms and in the 
Book a Revelation. Our Saviour is pictured 
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as One who conquers with a sharp sword which 
proceeds out of His mouth. His mission is 
to destroy those who are destroying the earth. 
Paul says that we are fighting, not against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities and 
powers, spiritual wickedness in high places. Our 
enemies are tremendously strong. Satan is a 
roaring lion. He has with him an army like 


the army of Pharaoh. In Rev. 12 we have one 
of these pictures: the vision of the Woman and 
the Dragon and the war in heaven and on 
earth. We cannot be too thankful that “The 
Lord is a Man of War.” If the Lord be for 
us, who can be against us. Satan will be cast 
into the lake of fire, even as Pharaoh was 
drowned in the Red Sea. 


YOUNG PEOF 


4, ‘ 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR APRIL 27 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Applying Christianity In The Home 


Scripture: I Corinthians 13 


Suggested Hymns: 
“Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 
“Jesus Calls Us: O’er the Tumult” 


Suggestions to Program Leader: 

(Since this program is concerned largely with 
the relation between parents and teenagers, it 
would be good to invite the parents of your 
young people to attend this meeting and to 
join in the discussion after the talks have been 
made.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

Home is one of the best places for putting 
our Christianity into action. Until we have 
completed high school we spend more time at 
home than we do anywhere else. We live more 
naturally at home than we do elsewhere. We 
are much more likely to act according to our 
genuine feelings and convictions without any 
pretense. What we are at home is a good indi- 
cation of what we are at heart. Until our 
Christianity begins to make a difference in 
our home life, it has not made any permanent 
change in us at all. 


In this program we want to look at some 
of the virtues of Christianity, some of the marks 
of a redeemed nature, that should be put 
into practice in relations between teenagers and 
their parents. | 


First Speaker: 

Many teenagers and their parents would. be 
far happier if more patience were practiced 
on both sides of the relationship. There are 
times when parents could avoid unnecessary 
strains on the family relationships by hearing 
the whole story of the teenager patiently. There 
is a temptation to make judgments too quickly. 
Young people sometimes become very irked by 
the seeming over cautiousness of their parents. 
The temptation that comes to them is to try 
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to take matters into their own hands. Such 
a course almost always leads to more serious 
complications. Many parents and young people 
have learned the value of patience. If patience 
is the rule of practice in our homes, we should 
be very thankful for it and determine never 
to take unfair advantage of it. 


Second Speaker: | 

Closely related to patience is mutual under- 
standing. Young people should remember that 
there is always a reason behind the rules and 
requirements and judgments of their parents. 
They should earnestly try to understand these 
reasons. Sometimes parents are not at liberty 
to explain their reasons, but when they can 
they should do so. Young people are much 
less likely to make unreasonable demands on 
the family budget, if they have some definite 
understanding of family income and expenses. 
The sharing of such family information not 
only makes for more harmonious home life, 
but it is valuable in preparing young people 
to manage their own affairs. Parents recognize 
that many ideas of their teenage children are 
unreasonable, but they should try to be under- 
standing just the same. A patient explanation 
is much more acceptable and valuable than 
an arbitrary answer or ruling. Christ was both 
patient and understanding. Surely we should 
strive to be so in the life of our homes. 


Third Speaker: | 

It is hard to be one’s best when the worst 
is suspected and expected. Confidence and 
trust are very important characteristics of a 
truly Christian family. Parents should put con- 
fidence in their children by letting them share 
in family problems and responsibilities. “They 
should let their teenagers know that they ex- 
pect them to do what is right and then give 
them an opportunity to do it on their own. 
The young people can contribute to family 
happiness by trusting their parents’ judgment 
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even when they cannot fully understand it, 
knowing that parents are always anxious to do 
what is best for their children. Happy is the 


young person who has also learned to confide — 


in his parents concerning his problems and who 
seeks and follows their advice. ‘The parent who 
is patient and understanding is more likely to 
receive such trust. 3 


Fourth Speaker: 

Young people can merit the confidence and 
trust of their parents by developing a strong 
sense of responsibility. ‘The Christian parent 
feels that the cost of parenthood is adequately 
rewarded when his children can be depended 
on to keep their promises and to do what is 
right. Young people should remember that 
responsibility is an honor and a privilege as 
well as a duty. The doing of chores around 
the home is a very important part of a young 
person’s education in_ responsibility. Jesus 
shared in the work of the home before He 
declared His public ministry (Mark 6:3). When 
chores and responsibilities are viewed in this 
light, they will never seem like mere irksome 
obligations. The Lord Jesus Christ also kept 
faith with His Heavenly Father in fulfilling 
the mission which was given to Him. 


Fifth Speaker: 

Young people grow in their love and appre- 
ciation of parents who respect their individual- 
ity and their privacy. Parents need to remem- 
ber that as their children mature they have an 
increasing need of such respect and _ privacy. 
Some parents are tempted to think of their 
offspring as little children even after they have 
reached adulthood. The proper growth and 
maturing of personality depends on a person’s 
receiving increasing responsibility and freedom. 
There are always times when young people need 
the advice and protection of their parents, but 
they also need some time of being on their own. 


Program Leader: 

Last week we considered the importance of 
united spiritual or religious activity in the 
home. We said then that home ought to be 
more than a place to eat and sleep and keep 
one’s clothes. ‘The Christian characteristics 
which our speakers have described can best be 
put into practice in homes where the people 
do things as families. There is more oppor- 
tunity of practicing patience, understanding, 
confidence, etc., where families plan together, 
work together, and play together. Of course, 
it is not possible or desirable for everything to 
be done as a family unit, but the ties of love 
would be stronger and our families would be 
happier, if they did more things together. 


(Invite the comments and suggestions of the 


parents and the other young people. Close 


the program with sentence prayers.) 


CHRISTIAN TEACHERS WANTED — Grade 


School and High School, for Christian school 
operated by the West End Presbyterian 
Church. Contact Miss Carolyn Williams, 
Principal, 1600 Atlantic Street, Hopewell, Vir- 
ginia. Telephone CEdar 9-6142. | 


PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Division of Consolidated P an 
College of Synod of N. C. 
EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR 
OUR MOST VALUABLE ASSET— 

OUR YOUTH. 
Summer School. College Credit 
Holy Land Tour, 1958. 


Louis C. LAMOTTE. PRESIDENT 
Maxton North Carolina 


MONTREAT—For Rent: Modern 2 bedroom 
furnished cottage on Assembly Dr. for the 
Summer (3 mos.), $400. Address, Box 245, 
Arden, N. C. or Telephone Asheville 


MU 4-6222. 


by the Nazis. 


Israeli Government. 


The American-European Bethel Mission, Inc. 
a. = founded by Rev. and Mrs. Leon Rosenberg 
Our Onique Orphanage in the Holy Land 
I. Our Orphanage in Haifa, Israel, is a Memorial to the many boys and girls 
of Hebrew-Christians in our former Orphanage in Poland who were slain 


II. Our Orphanage is an uncompromising Gospel testimony in the Holy Land, 
established on uncontested ground, and it is officially registered with the 
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III. It is a children’s Bible Institute for the preparation of future witnesses. 
IV. Asa faith work, this unique Orphanage needs and deserves the cooperation, 
by prayer and practical assistance, of every Christ-loving person. 
252 North Dillon Street 


NEWS CHURCHES 


General Assembly Fraternal 
Delegates From Other Bodies 


U. S. A. Church— 
Dr. J. Calvin Reid 
Mt. Lebanon Church 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


U. P. Church— 
Dr. Robert H. Meneilly 
Village Church 
Prairie Village, Kansas 


A. R. P. Synod— 
Dr. Henry E. Pressly 
Tabernacle Church 
Charlotte, North Carolina 


Reformed Church of America— 
Dr. Justin Vander Kolk 
Professor of Systematic Theology 
New Brunswick, New Jersey 
Also, President, Board of Domestic Missions 


National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the United States of America— 
Mr. Charles C. Parlin, Vice President 
“He is one of the top Christian laymen of 
New York City, a great Methodist and 
an outstanding lawyer.” 


Thank You for 


Generous Response 


In our issue of March 12th we carried an 
urgent appeal for financial help for the girls 
of Montreat College who lost their clothing, 
other personal possessions and books in the fire 
which destroyed College Hall. 


The response has been most gratifying and 
while you who contributed have received per- 
sonal letters of appreciation from the College 
authorities this Journal also wishes to thank 
you. Checks came from California to North 
Carolina and from Florida to Maryland and 
they have really been the life-blood of - the 
material rehabilitation of these girls. In addi- 
tion people in Western North Carolina have 
literally swamped them with clothing, much of 
it new. | 


Additional auiiieesd bookd are needed and 


if there are those who have not contributed 
but would care to do so please send your check 
to Miss Elisabeth Wilson, Dean of Students, 
Montreat College, Montreat, N. C. 
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We are also happy to report that the in- 
surance will be sufficient to rebuild College 
Hall although funds will be needed for new 
furniture and furnishings. It is hoped to have 


_the new building ready by July Ist. 


American Tract Society Participates in 


Billy Graham Caribbean Tour 


In the wake of the whirlwind Caribbean Crusade 
of the Billy Graham Team, there has been left 
behind a flood of tracts, both in English and Span- 
ish, presented without cost by the American Tract 
Society of New York City. : 


Approximately two million tracts were prepared | 


under the direction of the Society’s Executive 
Secretary, Mr. Henry G. Perry, which was not 
only an unusual opportunity for the Society, but 
quite an undertaking in itself. Translation of the 
manuscripts, art work, printing, crating and ship- 
ment of the four-and-one-half tons of tracts to 
reach their foreign destinations before the various 
Crusades began, had to be accomplished in six 


‘weeks, all in addition to the Society’s normal pro- | 


duction schedules. 


Included in the titles selected by the Crusade, 
was Dr. Graham’s “Rules for the Christian Life,” 
which was especially chosen to leave in the hands 
of the new converts. 


ALABAMA 


The South Highland Presbyterian Church, Bir- 
mingham, Alabama, has experienced a very busy 


first quarter in this year 1958. Our former pastor, 


Dr. Frank Alfred Mathes, who served with us 


since March, 1947, resigned, effective with the 


close of 1957 to accept another pastorate. Since 
January 1, 1958, this church has elected three 
new elders, fourteen new deacons and a pastor, 


all of whom have been installed and are now in. 


their new offices. 


For pastor, the congregation extended their call 
to Rev. Eugene Preston Poe who has been with 
us in Assistant and Associate capacities since Sep- 
tember, 1956, serving most acceptably. 


The elders elected are William G. Montgomery, 
Clarence H. House, and W. Allen Harris, all 
formerly serving as Deacons. 


The new Deacons are James C. Lee, Jr., C. C. 
Chandler, Ray C. Wester, R. E. Eagar, S. A. 
McRee, Jr., Albert H. Keller, Andrew Gainey, 
Dr. Walter J. Kyle, W. Herbert Osborne, John T. 


- Benton, Jr., J. W. Todd, Jr., Rand Hood, James M. 


Clopton, and T. B. Huie. 


Our Church observed their Eighth Annual Feb- 
ruary Inspirational Series of Services under the 
leadership of Dr. William M. Elliott, Jr., Mod- 
erator of the General Assembly and Pastor of the 
Highland Park Presbyterian Church, Dallas, Texas. 


Dr. Elliott, who was elected Moderator of the 


97th General Assembly meeting in South Highland, 


April, 1957, brought inspirational messages with 
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strong Christian emphasis. His four day sojourn 
with us closed Monday, February 24th, with an 
address at a meeting of the Women of the Church 
of Birmingham Presbytery at which time he told 
of his visit to Korea, Japan and Taiwan. 


With thanksgiving for these eventful occurrences 
in the life of South Highland Church we are en- 
couraged to go forward in the whole program of 
the church at home and abroad. 


GEORGIA 


Atlanta—In the first great cooperative evan- 


gelism effort in a decade, the Presbyterian 


Churches of Greater Atlanta obtained enough “de- 
cisions” to form three or four strong new congre- 
gations. 


For three nights, March 24-26, 56 Presbyterian 
churches sent almost 1,000 visitors a night into the 
homes of prospective members. More than 3,464 
homes were visited, and a total of 822 commitments 
were obtained. 


Of these, 176 are to be received Easter Sunday 
on profession of faith. The remaining 646 are by 
re-statement and by letter, for the most part from 
among newcomers to the Atlanta area. 


Behind the highly successful visitation effort 
was a unique organization of “Prayer. Partners,” 
with one or more persons praying for each visitor 
by name as he or she went out, and praying for 
those to whom visitation was made. 


The report of 822 commitments was _ issued 
March 27 from preliminary reports sent in by the 
participating churches. Dr. Cecil Thompson, pro- 
fessor of missions at Columbia Seminary, acted as 
director of the campaign and tabulated results. 
All reports coming to Dr. Thompson indicated that 


churches are now in contact with scores of addi- . 


tional prospects who may yet come in as members, 
and that further visitations are still. scheduled 
to unvisited prospects. 


Two months of preparation launched the evan- 
gelical effort that brought together Associate Re- 
formed, U.S., and U.S.A. Churches. Two city-wide 
meetings of Presbyterian ministers and key-laymen 
from each church were held in preparation, and 


special training sessions were held for training 


specialists. All churches in metropolitan Atlanta 
were assigned to groups, according to the area of 
the city in which they are located, and the group 
of two to four churches met each night prior to 
visitation for supper and training by the specialist 
on visitation evangelism. 3 


The period of visitation was begun with two 
mass services on Sunday, March 23. More than 
1,000 visitors filled every seat in historic Central 
Presbyterian Church to receive instructions, and 
to hear an inspirational address by Dr. William 
Kadel of Orlando, Fla. 


Another 800 “prayer partners” gathered in First 


_ Presbyterian Church to hear Dr. Manford Gutzke 


of Decatur, Ga., and Dr. Charles Shedd of Houston, 
Texas, speak on the scriptural basis of intercessory 
prayer and the methods by which prayer can be 
made a part of daily life of a church. In addition 
to those attending the service for prayer partners, 
additional hundreds of the consecrated Presbyterian 
shut-ins of the city were enlisted in prayer for 
those who were visiting and visited. 

The campaign, built around the theme of “Won 
to Win,” has now entered its final phase, that of 
carefully planned assimilation. Immediate pas- 


toral calls on the 822 who made commitments; 


Sponsorship of each new member by an assigned 
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help in spreading 
throughout the 


See how people 


THIS SIMPLE PLAN 
SOLVES A 
GIVING PROBLEM 


This folder gives the simple plan of how 
you can receive a safe, generous, and assured 
income for life by making a gift to Church 
Extension. Your gift purchases a regular 
annuity for you and, depending on your age, 
you may receive up to 7.4% per year in re- 


turns — regardless 


of prevailing busi- 
ness conditions. 
Payments to you 
are made semi-an- 
nually. The princi- 
pal later goes to 


South. Begin now. 


with small or large 


Incomes, may enjoy Ack Gas. 
this plan. _ FREE FOLDER 
Write to 
G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., Atlanta 8, Georgia 


officer; continued prayer for visitors, pastors, and 
new members by the prayer partners; and con- 
tinued visitation on prospects are all included in the 
follow-up plans. 


GEORGIA 


Roswell — In a fire which ruined a portion 
of the historic Presbyterian Church here, 400 
books were destroyed, but a 119-year-old Bible 
was merely charred on the edges. 

The Rev. William Crowe, Jr., pastor, said that 
other books in a closet where the fire originated 
were “turned to cinders.”’ A coffee pot in the same 


closet was melted by the fire, and no hope what- 


ever was held for the historic Bible, but it was 
found to be practically unharmed. 


The Bible, placed in the church in 1839, had 
been lost for many years and was recovered only 
last year. It was placed in the closet for safe- 
keeping until it could be transferred to a perma- 
nent place. 7 


The main part of the original church, built 
in 1839, was only slightly damaged by smoke, the 
pastor said. Forty persons at a young people’s 
conference escaped injury and the blaze was put 
out by the Roswell Volunteer Fire Department. 
The fire broke out at 7:00 p. m., Sunday, March 16, 
and — through four classrooms and an upstairs 
corridor. 


During the war between the States, the Roswell 
church was commandeered by General W. T. Sher- 
man, and used as a hospital to house many wound- 
ed Federal soldiers. On the inside cover of the 
Bible, one wounded soldier who signed the name 
John Vantie, 4th Michigan Cavalry, had left this 
message: “Run Johnny, the Yanks will catch you.” 
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Camp Westminster, Conyers, Georgia, a Chris- 
tian Camp dedicated to providing young people 
with a well rounded Christ-centered program, 
announces an extended schedule for the 1958 camp- 
ing season. Additional facilities are being con- 
structed as funds are available, and to meet 
the demand from all over the Southeastern area, 
a second section of Junior Age Camp has been 
added. The schedule for this summer is as follows: 


Seniors (Grades 10-12)—June 25 - July 9. 


Junior I (Grades 3-6)—July 11 - July 22 
(This section is now closed.) 


Intermediates (Grades 7-9)—July 24 - August 6. 
Junior II (Grades 3-6)—August 8-19. 


Family Bible Conference 
(Adults and family groups) - August 24-31. 


For additional information write to Camp West- 
minster, Care of Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
493 Ponce de Leon, N.E., Atlanta, Georgia. 


KENTUCKY 


Lexington, Ky. — (PN) — Dr. J. Farra Van 
Meter, well-known Presbyterian layman, became 
the 31st recipient of the Lexington Optimist Club 
annual cup award when he was named Lexington’s 
outstanding citizen of 1957 at a dinner in March. 


The audience of nearly 200 club members and 
guests gave Dr. Van Meter a second standing 
ovation as John Veach Rogers, club president, pre- 
sented the cup. 


Prior to the presentation of the cup, Dr. Van 
Meter’s achievements were reviewed in an address 
by Leroy Miles, who often quoted from letters 
of nomination which had been received by the 
selection committee. 


Miles said, “This recipient is so well qualified 
for the award that I stand here as a commentator,” 
adding, “I would treasure the letters as much 
as the cup.” Mr. Van Meter received the folder 
of letters as a memento of the occasion. 


Miles, a former president of the club, stated 
that the criteria used by the secret committee in 
selecting Dr. Van Meter were: civic service, church 
and religious activities, professional standing and 
personal life. 

The speaker pointed to Dr. Van Meter’s service 
with the United Community Services as an exam- 
ple of civic activities. He served as president of 
the organization when UCS was known as the Com- 
munity Chest; as UCS campaign chairman; as a 
member of a study committee; as president of 
several UCS member agencies. 


Miles noted other civic activities including work 
with the YMCA, Red Cross, Child Guidance Clinic, 
and the Salvation Army. 


One letter writer said, ‘Lexington is a better 
place for his having been among us.” 


Miles continued, “He should be especially re- 
ceived by the Optimist Club in view of our motto, 
‘Friend of the Boy,’ because of what he has done 
for the YMCA, because he is a Big Brother, and 
because of his service on the boards of Bethany 
Orphanage, the C. E. Robinson Foundation, and 
the Buckhorn Child Welfare Agency. 

The president of the Lexington Kiwanis Club 
wrote: “He joined this club in 1930, and served 
as president in 1935. In 28 years in the club, 
always active, he has devoted himself to com- 
munity service, giving generously of his time and 
energy to all our many projects.” 
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A wealth of information to help you 
plan and organize your vacation Bible 
school—PLUS a complete description of the 
ALL-NEW VBS Course for 1958 


Single theme . . . 10 true-to-the-Bible les- 
sons on the meaning of true worship... 
Graded: Nursery through Teen-age .. . 
Colorful ... Complete ... Practical... 
Easy to teach .. . Low cost! 


Write Today... 


for your FREE 1958 Planbook . . . or better 
yet, you can see all of these colorful mate- 
rials at your Bookstore, or by ordering Intro- 
ductory Kit 9311. A $4.50 value. .only $3.75 


At your Bookstore, or . 
BJ STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati 
Quoting from a _ newspaper editorial written 
earlier this year, Miles mentioned the name of 
Dr. Van Meter for the first time in his address. 


At this point the guests gave Dr. Van Meter a 
standing ovation. | 


Church positions Dr. Van Meter has held include 
the position of chairman of the General Council, 
ae Church, U. S., during 1954, ’55, 
and ’56. 


Professionally Dr. Van Meter is held in “high 


local esteem” said Miles. He cited the doctor’s 
work as district counselor of the state medical 
association and as a member of the board of the 
Kentucky Medical Foundation. Dr. Van Meter’s 
contributions in the field of: cancer research were 
recalled by many of the letter writers. One noted 
that he was organizer of a “splendid radio series 
on cancer in Lexington.” 

Dr. Van Meter has been director of the cancer 
clinic since its inception in 1941. In 1957 he was 
presented a special achievement award for his 
work with the Kentucky division, American Cancer 
Society. 
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LOUISIANA 


Alexandria — Palmer Memorial Presbyterian 
Church of Kolin won the attendance trophy at 
the spring rally of Louisiana Presbytery men 
held March 23 at University Church, Baton Rouge. 
A 23-man delegation from Palmer was headed 
by Rev. George Taylor, pastor, and J. D. Strace- 
ner, president of the Palmer men who received 
the trophy on behalf of his group. 


The Jackson Street Alexandria Church, which 
won the trophy last spring, was second with a 
19-man registration headed by Rev. John Neville, 
pastor, Chester Amend, president of the Men’s 
Club, Bill Cutter, vice president of the Presbytery 
Council and Jim Davis, elder and former Presby- 
tery secretary. Lafayette, with a chartered bus, 


had one of the largest delegations from out-of-. 


town registering 35. Despite the inclement 
weather, 205 men attended, making it one of 
the largest Presbytery rallies in 20 years. B. B. 
Romine, Shreveport, Synod council president, and 
the two immediate past presidents of the Synod 
men, Hal Baird, New Orleans, and Ralph Brewer 
Alexandria, attended. : 


John Naylor, of Baton Rouge Broadmoor 
Church, Presbytery Council president, introduced 
Dr. William Jablonoski, of Fort Worth, who spoke 
on “All the Way for Christ” and also served 


on a panel to discuss this rally theme. Baird, 


Reed Gardner, Dr. John Hunter and J. D. Grif- 
fiths, of Baton Rouge, were other members of 
the panel. 


Romine invited the men to attend the Synod — 


conference at Camp Alabama near Ruston where 
300 Louisiana Presbyterian men _ will meet for 
two days, May 24 and 25, studying the theme, 
“Workers Together in Christ.” Supper was served 
at 6 p. m. which has been customary for years, 
giving the men ample time to attend evening 
services in Baton Rouge churches. Rev. Al Dim- 
mock, secretary of Evangelism, was the supper 
speaker. 


Ralph Brewer 


LOUISIANA 


Baton Rouge — (PN) — Dr. Edward D. Grant, 
Director of the State Department of Institutions 
for Louisiana, resigned that position at a meeting 
of the Board of Institutions here, March 13. Dr. 
Grant’s resignation becomes effective on March 31. 
He says that after that time he plans to settle 
— with a son operating a business in Baton 

ouge. 


Members of the Board of Institutions, in ac- 


 cepting the resignation, extended “appreciation to 


Dr. Grant for his contribution of years of service 
to the state.” 


Assistant Director E. Ratcliff Anderson will be- 
come Acting Director. 


Dr. Grant, a native of Glasgow, Scotland, came 
to Louisiana from Richmond, Va., in 1952 at 
the invitation of the newly organized Board of 
Institutions which had just taken over the func- 
tions of 22 separate boards and agencies. Prior 
to coming to the Louisiana position, Dr. Grant 
served for 18 years as Executive Secretary of the 
Board of Christian Education, Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., with offices in Richmond. He is a ruling 
elder in the Presbyterian Church, U. S., and a 
member of the denomination’s Board of Church 
Extension. 
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MISSISSIPPI 


Brookhaven—Dr. William H. McAtee, minister 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Brookhaven, 
Miss., for the past 15 years died March 18 in the 
Methodist Hospital at Memphis. The 69-year-old 
minister suffered a heart attack while attending a 
meeting of the Board of Trustees of Southwestern 
at Memphis. 


Dr. McAtee was a graduate of Southwestern at 
Memphis and of Louisville Theolosical Seminary. 
He had served churches in Lambert, Marks, Shaw, 
and Senatobia, Miss., before accepting the Brook- 
haven post in March, 1943. 


From 1946 to 1953 he was president of the Board 


of French Camp Academy. He had been moderator 


of the North and Central Mississippi Presbyteries, 
moderator of the Synod of Mississippi, and com- 
missioner to the General Assembly in 1932, 1946 
and 1955. In May, 1955, Southwestern awarded 
Dr. McAtee an honorary Doctor of Divinity Degree. 


He leaves his wife, Mrs. Ueen Graeber McAtee; 
a daughter, Mrs. Robert G. Patterson of Memphis; 
a son, William Graeber McAtee, now attending 
Louisville Seminary; a grandson, Robert G. Pat- 
terson, Jr., Memphis; two sisters, Mrs. T. A. Fun- 
chess of Hazlehurst, Miss., and Mrs. W. S. Rice 
of San Pedro, Calif. 


THE JACKSON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


In the Fall of 1944 representatives of the four 
Presbyterian Churches in Jackson, Miss., met and 
organized the Jackson Presbyterian Council. Since 
that time the Council with the active assistance 
of Presbytery’s Committee of Church Extension 
and financial aid from the Assembly’s Board of 
Church Extension has assisted in the development 
of the following Churches: Westminster (1946); 
Alta Woods (1948); Trinity (1950); Pearl 
(1955); St. Paul (1955); Briarwood (1956); North 
Park (1958); Faith Negro Presbyterian Church 
(1948) and Virden Negro Chapel (1953). 


From four white Presbyterian Churches in 1946 
the work has grown so that there are now in 
Jackson 11 white and one Negro Presbyterian 
Church and one Negro out-post. These new 
churches have a total membership of 1900. 


Dr. R. D. Bedinger, formerly Executive Secre- 
tary of Church Extension, did an aggressive work 
from 1946-54; also, Miss Marie Gilbert, Assembly’s 
Church Extension worker has rendered valuable 
service in making religious surveys and in visita- 
tion, etc. A number of our ministers and others 
have done valuable work as supplies for these 
new churches. Dr. Gregg Singer of Belhaven Col- 
lege supplied at first the Briarwood Church and 


is now supplying the North Park Church. 


Dwyn M. Mounger 


Philadelphia — A new automatic telephone 


- prayer service has been made available to the 


people in and around Philadelphia, a by 
the First Presbyterian Church of Philadelphia. 


The service was started on March 12th and 
there have been hundreds of calls made already 
and the service is not a week old. Simply by 
telephoning the prayer number, 1280, day or night, 
the caller can listen to a prayer which is recorded 
by the pastor, Rev. Hubert C. Stewart. The 
prayers are being changed twice daily. 


Hubert C. Stewart 
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NORTH CAROLINA 


Charlotte, March 17 — Dr. Curtis W. R. Larson 
today was appointed dean of Queens College by 
action of the executive committee of the Board of 
Trustees. He will begin his duties on July 1. 


At the present time Dr. Larson is director of 
General Studies, head of the Area of Human De- 
velopment, and professor of religion at Lake Erie 
College, a woman’s college in Painesville, Ohio. 


The newly appointed dean, a native of Minne- 
apolis, Minn., received the B. A. degree from Ham- 
line University, St. Paul, Minn., in 1940; the 
B. D. from Garrett Biblical Institute in 1944; 
and the Ph. D. from Yale University in 1953. His 
major fields of study are philosophy, psychology, 

religion, and English literature. 


Before going to Lake Erie College in 1956, he 
served on the faculties of Denison University, 
Granville, Ohio; Stephens College, Columbia, Mo.; 
Beecher College; and New Haven YMCA Junior 
College. While studying he had teaching respon- 
sibilities at Yale and Garrett. 


Davidson, N. C., March 22—John Kuykendall 
was elected president of the Davidson College Stu- 
dent Body in elections Friday, March 21. He was 
victor in the final run-off with Roy Gilbert of 
Birmingham, Ala. 


In his campaign speech Wednesday, Kuykendall 
declared that he wanted to see the Student Coun- 
cil, the 15-man representative governing group, 
set up a separate Honor Court to act in honor 
system violations only. Heretofore, the Student 
Council concerns itself with both judicial and 
executive matters. 7 


Davidson’s Honor System, operated and enforced 
completely by students, is one of the finest in the 
nation today because of its effectiveness. As 
Student Body President Kuykendall will act as 
Chairman of the Student Council as well as co- 
ordinator of various student activities. 


Also elected to the student body positions of. 


leadership are Dave Robinson, and Dabney Stuart, 
first and second vice-presidents respectively. 


Robinson, of Columbia, S. C., is a National Merit 
Scholar. Stuart, of Richmond, Va., is a George 
F. Baker scholar and winner of the Alumni Scholar- 
ship Medal awarded to the freshman with the 
highest academic average. Both are members of 
Beta Theta Pi social fraternity. 


Davidson—A $100,000 fund to help keep college 
teachers informed regarding “space age’’ develop- 
ments and research in all academic fields has been 
established at Davidson College, according to an 
announcement April 1 from Acting President Clar- 
ence Pietenpol. 


Made possible by a $100,000 grant to Davidson 
from the Irene Heinz Given and John LaPorte Given 
Foundation of New York, the project will be known 
as the Given Foundation Faculty Study Fund. The 
annual income from the Fund will be used to en- 
— research, study, and travel by the Davidson 

aculty. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Montreat — Montreat College announces it has 
received a gift of $50,000 with which to construct 
a new dining room, kitchen and recreation hall to 
be known as McAlister Lodge at the Montreat 
Camp for Girls. 
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The Rev. George A. Anderson, vice-president, 
said the gift was secured through the efforts of 
Dr. J. Rupert McGregor, past president of the 
College. 


The gift comes from the estate of the late Mrs. 
Amelia McAlister Upshur. Executors of the estate 
are Mr. Logan Fulrath, attorney-at-law, and the 
Guaranty Trust Company all of New York. | 


The building is planned particularly for a Girls’ 
Camp activities. The dining room will seat 234 
with the kitchen and laundry rooms on the first 
floor and a recreation hall with a stage and dress- 
ing rooms for dramatic activities on the second 

oor. 


The College had already received $165,000 from 
the Upshur estate for the McAlister Gymnasium and 
$15,000 for books for the library. 


Dr. McGregor had also recently secured gifts 
from the Foundation and two other donors of 
$13,000 for current operations of the College. 


TENNESSEE 


Memphis — (PN) — A Loyalty Dinner in early 
March launched a million dollar building fund 


campaign for Idlewild Presbyterian Church in 


Memphis. 

Already a leader in the field of church recrea- 
tion for all ages, Idlewild has announced plans — 
to build one of the largest recreation and educa- 


tion buildings in the Mid-South. 


The church already has a full-time recreation 
director, W. R. Strunk, a former high school foot- 
ball coach. Mr. Strunk points out, “Although the 
field of church recreation is new, it’s going to 
be big in a few years. Our new building will 
enable us to double our present program. In 
recreation you can’t do much without facilities.”’ 


Mr. Strunk explained that Idlewild sponsors 
seven basketball teams for persons of different 
ages, which compete against other churches in the 
city Presbyterian league. It also sponsors arts and 
crafts classes, scouting organizations for both boys 
and girls, a Russian language class, a Golden Age 
Club for men and women over age 65, and many 
other programs in addition to the baseball and 
basketball teams. About 500 adults and children 
take part each week, in the recreation facilities 
now owned by the church. 


Nearly 2,000 members attending the first loyalty 
dinner heard plans for the new facilities to be 
built north of the sanctuary at a cost of about 
$650,000. The campaign for a million dollars will 
make possible this building, the remodeling of a 
primary department space into a chapel at a cost 
of about $50,000, and the remaining $300,000 
will go to pay existing church debts and to aid 
in completing other projects of the congregation. 


The air conditioned structure will contain about 
42 rooms including Sunday school classrooms, a 
large hall for a banquet room, or to be used for 
church dramas or as a sports gymnasium, and 
will be joined to the present building by a glassed- 
in corridor. 


Dr. Paul Tudor Jones, pastor, was the main 
speaker at the dinner meeting, and Richard Trip- 
per was Master of Ceremonies. Walk C. Jones 
is General Campaign chairman. | 
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TEXAS 
Dallas—The Presbytery of Northwest Texas, in 
its first stated meeting held recently in the First 
Presbyterian Church of Tyler, got off to a good 
start as a Presbytery. This Presbytery formed by 
the order of the Synod of Texas in its recent plan 
of Presbytery redistricting, is composed of some 


seventy-nine churches received as follows from the 


former Presbyteries of Dallas, 33 churches; Paris, 
39 churches; Brazos, 3 churches; Central Texas, 
5 churches. Staff personnel chosen by the Presby- 
tery consists of Cecil H. Lang, Executive Secretary ; 
P. J. Garrison, Jr., Associate Executive Secretary 
and Stated Clerk; and William H. Foster, Director 
of Christian Education. An Associate Director of 
Education is being sought. Following the election 
of these Dr. Lang presented his resignation as 
Executive Secretary effective July 1, 1958. By 
action of the Presbytery Mr. Garrison will succeed 
to the office of the Executive Secretary at that 
time. | 


The office of the Executive Secretary is located 
in Dallas at 1104 Praetorian Building. The office 
of the Director of Christian Education is at Green- 
ville, 305 Citizens National Bank Building. 


Junction — (PN) — The Rev. William P. 
Dickey, D. D., retired Presbyterian minister, and 
instrumental in the establishment of Schreiner In- 
stitute and in its development during the first 
thirty years of the Presbyterian institution in 
Kerrville, Texas, died in March, at Junction. 


Dr. Dickey was a graduate of Austin College 
from which he later received the honorary Doctor 
of Divinity degree, and of Southwestern Presby- 
terian University (now Southwestern at Memphis). 
His first pastorate was at Clarendon, Texas, in 
1899. He later served churches at Durant, Okla- 
homa; Hedley, Texas; Dallas, Kerrville, Edna, 
Uvalde, and Karnes City. He was honorably re- 
tired from the active pastorate in 1949 and after 
that made his home at Junction. 


He was Moderator of the Synod of Texas in 1925. 


Dr. Dickey was a charter member of the Board 


of Trustees of Schreiner and served continuously 


on that Board from 1923 until 1953 when he was 
made a member emeritus. 


LRA AAA AS 


BOOKS 


SHE SHALL BE CALLED WOMAN. Frances 
Vande Velde. Kregel Publications, Grand Rapids 
6, Michigan. $2.95. 

The author is a gifted writer and has a keen 
appreciation of women’s problems. She is the 
mother of 8 children and understands life as it 
is. She has rendered a real service in these dis- 
cussions of the great women of the Bible. She 


. 


Shows that they are real persons who filled a real 


place in their world and in God’s plan of redemp- 
tion. She points out that the women of the Bible, 
like the women of today, find that life is made 
up largely of little things. She writes, ‘““The women 
of the past were busy with endless housecleaning, 
laundry, cooking and the multitudinous cares that 
children bring. Like us, they coped with their 
emotional lives — their likes and dislikes, their 
frustrations and fears. The women of the Bible 
were all living women of flesh and blood with 
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McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search reprints of the original 
1879 revised editions of the famous McGuffey’s Readers 
have been completed and you can now purchase exact 
copies at the following low prices POSTPAID: 


ist Reader $2.25 4th Reader $3.25 
2nd Reader $2.50 5th Reader $3.50 
3rd Reader $2.75 6th Reader $3.75 


false passions and virtues. We study their lives 
and feel as if we have met them and actually 
know them and we find that we have much in 
common with them all.” 


These character sketches unfold the beauty and 
riches to be found in the Bible and the suggestions 
offered will bring blessings to many. 


YOU AND YOUR BIBLE (An Anthology of 
R. A. Torrey) Fleming H. Revell. $3.00. 


Reuben Archer Torrey was a genuine scholar. 
He was a graduate of both Yale University and 
Divinity School and later he studied at Leipzig 
and Erlanger. In Germany he was caught in the 
cross currents of the Biblical criticism then ram- 
pant, higher and lower, much of it destructive. 
But his personal faith in the integrity of the 
Bible as the inerrant word of God was unshaken. 


Torrey was able to combine the mature gifts 
of the Bible teacher with the ministry of evangel- 
ism. He was a prolific writer, bringing to the 
printed page the same eloquent zeal that char- 


acterized his public utterances. Fleming H. Revell 


Company has selected some of the best of Torrey’s 
writings and combined them in the present volume. 


THE LIFE OF DAVID, Volumes 1 and 2. Arthur 
W. Pink. $5.95 per volume, $9.90 set. Zondervan. 


Arthur Pink is one of the ablest Bible expositors 
the church has had in recent years. He possessed 
a keen theological mind and also was gifted in the 
field of Christian biography. Here he has given 
us an exhaustive life of David in the form of a 
devotional commentary and biography. Cutting to 
the heart and core of life’s greatest problems this 
is a running commentary on the history of David 
as revealed in the books of I and II Samuel and 


- I and II Kings as well as in the Psalter. These 


chapters deal with all the major events of David’s 
life. It is a thrilling experience to follow this 
masterly exposition chapter by chapter. 


LOVE AND CONFLICT. Gibson Winter. Double- 
day. $3.50. 


The author is a sociologist and professor of 
ethics who has specialized in the field of contem- 
porary American family life. In this new book 
he presents his conclusions on this vital subject. 


It is Winter’s contention that the middle ground 
of intimacy which formerly bridged the gap be- 
tween the family group and society—close friends, 
relations, club, church and community groups 
where the individual was bound closely with like 
individuals of common background, interests, and 
sympathies — has virtually disappeared from urban 
American life because of our increased mobility. 
As a result, the only group where the individual 
can find recognition and acceptance irrespective 
of his achievements is the intimate family group. 


Love and Conflict presents not only a general 
discussion of the basic problem in contemporary 
life but also a specific “How To” book on the 
subject of having a successful and happy marriage 
and raising normal and happy children. 
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